Acute effects of captopril on serum angiotensin-converting enzyme activity, the renin-aldosterone system and blood pressure in patients with sarcoidosis.
Captopril, an orally active angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitor, was administered to three patients in an active stage of sarcoidosis. The serum ACE level, aldosterone concentration in plasma and blood pressure decreased rapidly after administration, while plasma renin activity was not significantly changed. It is suggested that inhibition of ACE by captopril offers a possible therapeutic approach to the treatment of sarcoidosis.